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WOWé.We challenge anyone to beat this manõs record.  

Everybody's favourite V.I.S. bus driver, Mr. Ellis, has the impressive record of 

having missed ONLY ONE DAY of his V.I.S. duties over the past FOUR 
YEARS that he has been chauffeuring our students 

between school and home, a multitude of sporting 
events and our many field trips. Kudos, Mr. Ellis, not 

only for ensuring our childrenõs safety, but for also 

allowing all of us to follow our daily schedules 

without worry, disruption or tardiness. 

 The End  

of the  

Student Day  

at V.I.S.  
 

Locker Life Í  

packing up to go Í 

last minute additions 

to homework agendas 

Í camaraderie with 

friends Í stopping in 

to get a little extra 

classroom help or 

chat with a 

teacher ...running for 

the bus Í  



Grad Committee. We are looking  for four or five G8 parent volunteers 

to help plan this yearõs graduation. Please email Ms Nicole and Ms Webb at 

vis@voiceintermediate.com if you can help plan/decorate/coordinate for our 

grads all important day. 

 
Yearbook photos please. Please send us any digital photos that you think 

we could use. Donõt worry about finessing or croppingé.weõll use any part 

of any picture that we can......we appreciate your help. 

 

Pizza Lunches. Donõt forget that our S.A.C. has organized pizza lunches 

for Wednesday, March 9; Wednesday, April 6; and Wednesday, May 4. 

 

Barbara Coloroso Returns to Toronto. Healthy Earth School has ar-

ranged for Barbara Coloroso to once again visit St. Aidanõs Church to speak 
on issues pertaining to teens, bullying and parenting in general. V.I.S. has 

been allocated 20 tickets for parents and staff.  In particular, anyone who 

missed last yearõs talk might want to ensure that they get there this time 
since it was a great opportunity. To buy tickets, please contact us by email 

(vis@voiceintermediate.com). 
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BARBARA COLOROSO 
Sunday, March 27, 7-9pm 

St. Aidanõs Church 

S/W corner of Silverbirch Ave and Queen St  

in the Beaches 

$20/ticket (cash) 



 

 

Each year, our students spend the last week of classes prior to March Break 

on a series of self-assessment exercises. During this unique process, which 

we have developed over the past decade at V.I.S., students write a 
personal report card, assessing their own performance and learning 

skills, and put together materials that demonstrate their successes 
and challenges at V.I.S. in Terms 1 and 2. They are then 

òinterviewedó by their families, using the report and materials as a 
guide to the discussion. This process of self-assessment and articula-

tion gives our students a sense of responsibility for their own learn-

ing and contributes to their understanding of themselves as lifelong 

learners. 

 
Join your child for a personal tour through his or her experiences at V.I.S. 

this year. Check out their classrooms and learning spaces, leaf through bind-
ers, workbooks, and notebooks, and take a peek into lockers and cubbies. 

This is a great opportunity to see, firsthand, your childõs creative and intellec-

tual growth and to listen to an assessment of his or her educational experi-

ences. 

 

We encourage all family members to join us for this memorable evening.  
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STUDENT -LED INTERVIEWS  

Mark the Date! 

Student-Led Interviews on Thursday, March 10 
 6 to 7pm  Grade 4/5/6 

 7 to 8pm  Grade 7/8 

òThe only journey 

is the journey 

within.ó 

 
Rainer Marie Rilke 

  Subject     G7   G8   

 

  Math   76%   77%  

  English   84%   77%   

  History  82%   83%   

  Global Studies  80%   74% 

  Science  75%   81%  

  French   76%   75% 

EXAM AVERAGES  
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Our partnership with The STOP Community Food Centre (local) and 
ALMA (global) continues to grow as we ramp up for the final stretch of 

our fund- and awareness-raising campaign.  The Local 2Global Commit-
tee did a terrific job of organizing the Clothing Swap 

which turned out to be a great success.  Many students 
left with several new (to them) outfits ð a true exer-

cise in Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  All leftover clothing 

was donated to a local shelter. 

 

The VIS Student Council jumped on the Local2Global 
bandwagon by asking students to pay a òLoonie For 

Loveó to enter the Valentines Day Dance.   

 

We also had several volunteers bring in baked goods 
and sell Valentineõs Day 

sweets ð and a couple 

of healthier items as 

well ð during the dance. 

 
These combined efforts 

have bumped up our 
initial fundraising to well over $200, and itõs not over yet!  More Movie 

Days are coming soon and the Local2Global Committee 
is hard at work organizing some new and exciting activi-

ties.  All these events serve as a fun lead-up to the Main 

Event, the Local2Global annual school sleepover celebra-
tion coming up on Friday, May 6. The sleepover is always 

a big hit and makes a big financial contribution since our 
student community gathers pledges and stays at school 

for 24 hours.  

 

Watch for a letter that will be coming home soon with 

more details about Local2Global this year and ways in 

which you can get involved. 

 

All of our students also had an opportunity to visit The STOP Commu-

nity Food Centre to learn first hand what a grass-roots organization can 
become when a social need is identified and caring people come to-

gether to fill the void.  Watch for a detailed report and pictures from 

this trip in the next newsletter. 

 

LOCAL2GLOBAL with Mr. Milroy   
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V.I.S. was fortunate to welcome Dr. Katchky back again this year to talk 
about dental hygiene. Our students were eager to recount their experi-
ences at the dentist while Dr. K shared a wealth of knowledge about cav-

ity prevention and healthy teeth.  
We explored nutritional labels of 
well-known food products to de-
termine the amount of sugar per 
serving compared with similar 
products.  
 
 
Dr. Katchhky explained how cer-
tain foods, especially gooey and 
sticky sugary snacks, spend more 
time sticking to our teeth there-
fore giving them a longer sugary 
bath.  We finished with ques-
tions and our students presented 

Dr. Katchky with an Andy Warhol-inspired smile painting. Many thanks 
to Dr. Katchky for sharing his time and knowledge. 

DR. KATCHKY   

 

 

Dr. Katchkyõs Recipe for Cavities 

Ingredients:  

 

¶ Sugar  

¶ Saliva  

¶ Bacteria  

¶ Food Debris  

 

Mix all ingredients in mouth until plaque forms. 

Plaque will dissolve the enamel surface of the teeth 

and cause cavities. Starchy foods may also be used to 

break down in to sugar and form plaque build - up 

and cavities.  
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Both G7 and 8s are making great progress through their respective  

curriculum content and have been showing us that they are ready to 

take on just about any challenge we can come up with. 

 
G7 students have been following a geometry unit taught by Ms Bruce, 

the student teacher from the OISE (Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education). So far this term they have learned about the types of 

angles, the Cartesian plane, terms in geometry and polygons. They 
will soon move on to concepts of measurement, data management, 

and algebra through the remainder of the school year. With 

warmer weather coming, we look forward to heading out into the 
Distillery and utilizing skills to make further real-life connections to 

the curriculum. 

 

The G8 classes have wrapped up their studies of algebra and relations 
and have moved into measurement concepts. They are getting good use 

of their knowledge of algebra as they determine missing measurements 

and formulate expressions to solve complex three-dimensional surface 
area and volume problems. The remainder of Terms 2 and 3 will see 

them move further into geometry and data management. The emphasis 
this year is on transferability of skills, so they have been performing 

many multi-strand activities that require them to problem solve and use 
multiple skills that they have gained in this and previous years. Ms Bruce 

and I have been very happy with their progress and they continue to im-

press us every day! 

òWEIRóALL MATHEMATICIANS 

 

òAs a teacher candidate from the University of Toronto, I appreciate every  

moment in the classroom. I have been extremely grateful to be a part of the 
V.I.S. community during my placements this year. Mr. Weir and I have worked 

together to provide a challenging and dynamic math program for the G7 and 
8õs. I am very happy with the studentsõ positive attitude, engagement and per-

sistence through math class, especially following exam period. We have ap-
proached math from many perspectives; integrating investigations, group prob-

lem solving, picture books and experiments to build on our math understanding. 

The G8õs are also working on an art project using geometric transformations. 
We explored aspects of Islamic artwork, Aboriginal birch bark biting and the 

ôfatherõ of modern tessellation, M.C Escher, before beginning our own tessella-
tion art. I wish the G8õs all the best as they make their way to high school. 

Thank you to the entire V.I.S. community for this incredible opportunity to work 

with such an inspirational administration, staff and student body.ó 
 

Ms Bruce, Student Teacher, OISE 

òThank you to 

the entire V.I.S. 

community for 

this incredible 

opportunity to 

work with such 

an inspira-

tional admini-

stration, staff 

and student 

body.ó 
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In G8 English, we began the term with work on our short stories and 
independent novel study. In addition to writing and workshopping their 

original short stories, the G8s read four pieces of short fiction repre-
senting a broad range of styles and periods. After choosing the most ap-

pealing story, each student completed a resource pack of activities re-
lated to that story and wrote a five-paragraph essay on its main themes. 

We also completed our long-term independent novel study projects, 

with students preparing presentations on To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper 
Lee, Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton, Animal Farm by George Orwell, Jane 

Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, and The Alchemist by Paolo Coelho among 
others. As part of our presentations, we enjoyed visits from many of 

fictionõs most famous characters, including Jane Eyre herself!  

 

Right now, students are rewriting rough drafts of their short stories and 

exploring concepts of identity and truth by interviewing each other and 
writing personal ethnographies as part of a project with Mr. Mesich, one 

of our student teachers from the Master of Teaching program at OISE. 

Weõre also planning our Term 3 poetry unit, coming up with ideas to 

combine literary analysis with hands-on, experiential activities. Ideas 
such as the Poetry Olympics (thanks to Ansel), the Poetry Segway Tour 

(thanks to the G8 girls) and the subway project (thanks to Majka) will 

get us up and out of our seats and exploring the world around us while 

we learn about the content, form, and language of poetry.  

 

In G8 Philosophy, we are currently finishing up our unit on morality and 

ethics. Iõve been learning along with them as we discuss the idea of doing 
oneõs duty (deontology) compared to considering the greatest happiness 

for the greatest number (utilitarianism) while defining for ourselves what 
being a good person means. In connection with our ethnography unit in 

English, we will be exploring the idea of òtruthó versus òaccuracyó and 

the objective and subjective, with discussion, debates, and activities that 

will continue into Term 3.  

NOTES FROM MS MACISAAC   

òPoetry is a 

deal of joy and 

pain and won-

der, with a 

dash of the  

dictionary.ó 

 
  ~Kahlil Gibran 
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Grade 4/5 Visual Art.  Our artists have been busy learning sculpture  

techniques with a focus on our featured elements of design: Shape/form and  

texture. We have been working diligently to explore various approaches to 

sculpture such as chiselling, base relief, plaster technique and incorporating 
found objects.  Following a thrilling debate regarding the role of technology in 

our future, students have been working collaboratively to create an ideal fu-
ture Toronto. Next steps: explore how to incorporate texture with fibre, plas-

ter and brush stroke techniques. Thank you to students who contributed recy-

cled materials to help our art class be an eco-friendly space! 

Grade 5 Math.  Our G5 mathematicians have certainly been busy! First and 

foremost, our students completed their very first mid-year math exam. Con-
gratulations students! Your hard work and focus all year has paid off, our class 

average on the exam was 88%. Itõs time to push ourselves, accept new chal-

lenges and keep up the good work. 

 

In the last few weeks, we have focused on our foundation in numeracy with 
structured study of multiplication and division strategies. We are now fostering 

our visual spatial skills with Transformative Geometry.  Thank you to the  

 

 

òPATTONTLYó CREATIVE  with Ms Patton 

òFollowing a 

thrilling debate 

regarding the 

role of  

technology in 

our future, stu-

dents have 

been working 

collaboratively 

to create an 

ideal future  

Toronto.ó 
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students who helped to build our life-size coordinate system. Some high-

lights of our unit include òLetõs Coordinateó, an activity which challenges 

students to apply their knowledge of coordinate systems and mapping 

skills. We also had fun getting tangled up in òCongruent Contortionsó, a 
game which tests knowledge of congruent figures, translation, reflection 

and rotation, not to mention balance!  Iõm looking forward to seeing the 

studentsõ Tessellation designs in our recently re-designed carpet space! 

 

Grade 6 Visual Art. Our G6 artists have been hard at work  
developing their technical skills. Our Civic Action project, with a focus on 

layering, texture and brush stroke technique, is proudly 

displayed in the art room and has attracted many visi-
tors. Last week, unseasonably warm weather beckoned 

us outside for a òDraw What You Seeó afternoon. Tak-
ing in the diversity of textures, shadows and vibrant 

buildings of the Distillery, students diligently applied 

shading and pencil sketch techniques with beautiful re-

sults. Our artists continue their study of shape/form and 

texture through various exercises. We are working 
through a Shading Unit in order to develop our skills in 

creating texture, depth and form with two-dimensional 
geometric and organic shapes. Building on this knowl-

edge, our next project introduces sculpture technique, 

including skills for modelling, chiselling, bas relief and incorporating found 
objects. We are excited about expand our skills to three-dimensional 

works! 

òPATTONTLYó CREATIVE (Contõd) 
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The S.A.C. did a bang-up job organizing a post-exam, fun-filled Valentine 

Day Dance. They threw their hearts into doing a òlovelyó job decorating 

the Movement Studio and even created an extremely pink and ever-so-

popular òphoto boothó for the students to take memento photos with 
their BFFs. Everyone was asked to wear something red, white or pink. 

Dance prizes were won for òhighest energy danceró and other fun contri-

butions including some quasi old-fashioned activities like òBobbing for  

Applesó é hanging apples, that is. 

 
The students and Local2Global organizers managed to throw in some extra 

love by adding òLoonies for Loveó (a $1 dance ticket charge), a Valentine 

bake sale and an uber-successful clothing swap which all raised additional 
funds to be split between our  local (The Stop) and our global (ALMA)

charities. 

 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL VALENTINE EVENT  

we love our school 


